Does banking market power contribute to the formation of non-financial industries populated by few, large firms, or does it instead enhance industry entry? Theoretical arguments could be made to support either side. The banking industry of European Union (EU) countries has been significantly deregulated in the early 1990s. Under the old regime, cross-border expansions were heavily constrained, while after deregulation banks from EU countries have instead been allowed to branch freely into other EU countries. Concurrently to the process of deregulation, European banking industries have also experienced a significant process of consolidation. Exploiting such significant innovations affecting the banking industries of EU countries, this paper explores whether changes in bank competition have in fact played a role on the market structure of nonfinancial industries. Empirical evidence is derived from a panel of manufacturing industries in 29 OECD countries, both EU and non-EU members, adopting a methodology that allows controlling for other determinants of industry market structure common across industries, across countries or related to time passing. The evidence suggests that the overall process of enhanced competition in EU banking markets has lead to markets in non-financial sectors characterized by lower average firm size.
Introduction
This paper analyzes the effect of bank deregulation and bank concentration on the market structure of non-financial sectors. The focus on Europe is justified by the significant structural changes of the banking industry witnessed in European Union (EU) countries during the 1990s. Similar to the U.S. own experience over the same period of time, the number of banks in operation has reduced substantially in many European countries, a process that may have had an important impact on banks' competitive conduct. At the same time, and in an effort to more toward a single, competitive market for financial services, EU countries have also implemented significant banking deregulation, culminated in 1993 with the passage of the Second Banking Coordination Directive.
Before the enforcement of the new regulation, cross-border expansions were subject to the authorization and subsequent control of the host country, as well as to capital requirements. Under the current regime, banks from EU countries can instead branch freely into other EU countries. By removing substantial barriers to entry, the new legislation specifically aimed at generating significant improvements in the competitive conditions of financial markets.
1 This study estimates the effect of bank concentration and bank deregulation on the market structure of non-financial industries, using a panel of both EU and non-EU member countries.
A growing body of research work has been devoted in recent years to analyzing the role played by financial markets in real economic activity. The theoretical conjecture that financial markets should matter for economic growth is hardly recent, tracing back at least to Schumpeter (1912) . The contemporary empirical work is also inspired by the previous contributions of Goldsmith (1969) , Gurley and Shaw (1967), and McKinnon (1973) . The revival of this literature in the last decade was inspired in large part by the fact that extensive and reliable cross country data sets had become available in the 1980's (e.g., Penn World Tables), and by the lingering theoretical debate about the actual importance of financial markets for real economic activity. The work that has followed, e.g. King and Levine (1993 a,b) , Demirguc-Kunt and Maksimovic (1998) , Levine and Zervos (1998) , Rajan and Zingales (1998) , Levine, Loayza and Beck (2002) and many others, has provided robust empirical evidence that broader, deeper financial markets are strongly associated -causally -with better prospects for future economic growth.
Having established this basic finding, the research effort is now focused on the analysis of the mechanisms through which finance affects growth: what are the specific characteristics of financial markets that seem to be associated with lower or higher growth prospects? For example, does it matter whether banks are privately or government owned (La Porta, Lopez-de-Silanes and Shleifer, 2001) , or whether there is higher or lower protection for financial contracts (Levine, 2000) , or whether banks are in a more or less competitive environment (Jayaratne and Strahan, 1996, Cetorelli and Gambera, 2001 )? And related to this, just what aspects of firms and industries are impacted by finance so that it eventually translates into more economic growth?
This paper focuses on addressing precisely this last question and it is the natural continuation of a research agenda in which I explore the role of banking market structure on the market structure of industrial sectors.
2
In recent years, much theoretical and empirical work has examined the economic role of banking market power. Challenging the customary view that a lack of competition in the banking industry is unequivocally detrimental to social welfare, authors have suggested that concentration of market power may in fact enhance the role of banks as information producers in their lending activity and their willingness to establish close lending relationships with their client firms.
3
This paper contributes to a new dimension of analysis, investigating the effect of bank concentration on the market structure of industrial sectors: does concentration of market power in the banking industry lead banks to concentrate funding toward a few firms of large size, or does bank concentration foster entry of new firms over the life cycle of an industry, thus contributing to maintaining an unconcentrated market structure? For this purpose, the innovations that have taken place across EU banking markets make a good example of a case study where to apply empirical methodologies characteristic of "natural experiments" type of settings.
The role of banking market structure on the market structure of industrial sectors has not received much attention so far in the mainstream economic literature. Scattered evidence is found in the work of history scholars. For example, in his study of Italian industrialization in the late nineteenth century, Cohen (1967) describes how a quasi-monopolistic banking industry "...led to the emergence of concentration of ownership and control in the new and rapidly growing sectors of the industrial structure". Capie and Rodrik-Bali (1982) note that the intense process of consolidation and increase in concentration that characterized British banking in the early 1890's preceded that experienced later on by manufacturing industrial sectors. Similarly, Haber (1997) and Maurer and Haber (2002) , report a very close connection between bank and industry concentration in mid-to late-nineteenth-century and early-twentieth-century Mexico. The general impression from historical studies that bank concentration should be associated with concentrated industries is finally expressed by Cameron (1967) in his renowned study on banking in the early stages of industrialization, where he states that "...Competition in banking is related to the question of competition in industry. In general the two flourish -and decline -together. Whether this phenomenon is a joint by-product of other circumstances, or whether it results from the decline or restriction of competition among banks, is a matter worthy of further research. It is a striking coincidence, in any case, that industrial structure -competitive, oligopolistic, or monopolistic -tends to mirror financial structure."
What are the economic mechanisms through which a characteristic of the banking industry such as its market structure should have anything to do, possibly in a causal sense, with the market structure of industrial sectors? While a formal theoretical model focusing on this relationship is still missing, we can delve on the existing literature on the economic role of banking market structure to formulate alternative theoretical conjectures. To this end, the framework proposed by Petersen and Rajan (1995) represents a good foundation from which to ponder the role of banking market structure on the market structure of non-financial industries. Petersen and Rajan argue that young and unknown firms have easier access to credit if banks have market power. In their reasoning, banks with market power fund young firms with the expectation that they will be capable of extracting future rents once those firms eventually become profitable.
Following their reasoning one could argue that banks with market power, pursuing their goal of profit maximization, should always attempt to select the best available pool of entrepreneurs, thus favoring new entrants along the entire life cycle of an industry. This is because new entrants are potentially endowed with higher return projects and more innovative technologies that would guarantee ever increasing profit-sharing opportunities for the banks. Directive has also lead to less concentrated non-financial industries.
Methodology and data
This section describes the empirical model used to identify the effects of bank concentration and bank deregulation on firm size and provides detailed information on the data set.
Kumar, Rajan and Zingales (2001) identify several industry-specific and country-specific factors as possible determinants of industry firm size. For instance, the degree of capital intensity, the amount of employed human capital and the R&D intensity are all possible characteristics, among many others, that are likely to affect an industry's market structure. Likewise, the quality of the judicial system, the set of laws and regulation, the level of economic and financial development are some of those "environmental" factors, common across industries in a country, which are also likely determinants of firm size.
Identifying the overall effect on firm size of bank concentration (or bank deregulation), which varies by country and over time, would inevitably raise important concerns regarding the possibility of reverse causality and omitted variable biases. This problem is well-understood now in the literature on finance and real economic activity (see, e.g., (1986 ( ), Chevalier (1995 , Kovenock and Phillips (1995 , 1997 ), Maksimovic (1988 . Rajan and Zingales, 1998) .
The effect of bank concentration on firm size can still be identified, however, measuring the differential effect across industrial sectors, absorbing the common effect to all sectors (of bank concentration and any other factor with both country and time variability) through the inclusion of vectors of indicator variables. More precisely, identification can be achieved estimating the following model specification:
(1) The argument is that if bank concentration has any effect on firm size, this effect should be especially noticeable on those sectors where incumbent firms are still in need of external sources of funds: As Rajan and Zingales (1998) focusing on those sectors where in fact old firms, the incumbents, are still in need for external funds and therefore compete for them with the younger firms.
Consequently, if bank concentration means more favorable lending conditions for older firms, then we should expect that average firm size in sectors where old, incumbent firms are still in need for external finance will be disproportionately larger, all else equal, in countries with high bank concentration (the estimate of the coefficient δ will be positive and significant). The opposite would be true if instead bank concentration creates better lending conditions for the younger firms. Note that since it has variability across all three dimensions, the term of interaction is identifiable even in the presence of the vectors of indicator variables.
In the same model specification, the following term of interaction identifies the differential effect of bank concentration in EU countries, and it is the product of the first 5 In our dataset, 16 out of 26 sectors display a positive need for external finance for mature firms.
term of interaction with a dummy equal one for EU countries, from the year they become members.
Average firm size is measured either as the natural logarithm of the ratio of value added and number of establishments, or as the natural logarithm of the ratio of total employment and number of establishments, both for each sector j, in country i and time t.
The data on manufacturing sectors at three-digit, second-revision ISIC level of disaggregation for 29 OECD countries is extracted from a data set put together by the Bank concentration measures the 3-firm ratio in each country i and time t, and it is multiplied by an indicator variable equal to one for sectors where mature firms (more than 10 years old) have above-median level of dependence on external sources of finance.
The cross-country data on bank concentration is from Demirguc-Kunt and Levine (2001) and it spans from 1990 to 1997. The data on external financial dependence is instead from Rajan and Zingales (1998) . It is measured on U.S. listed companies and it is computed as the fraction of capital expenditure not financed with cash from operations, as an average over the 1980-1990 decade. 6 The competitive effect associated with the implementation of the Second Banking Directive is identified using a similar model specification: should imply easier access to credit for industry entrants and therefore a lower average firm size.
In both models I have also included, as additional control variable, the share of total manufacturing value added for each sector j, country i and time t, also constructed using the UNIDO data set. In studies of cross-sector industrial growth, the share of total manufacturing value added consistently predicts that sectors that had grown substantially in the past, and therefore are already relatively large, grow less in the future (see Zingales, 1998 and Cetorelli and Gambera, 2001 ). Moreover, theories of an industry's life-cycle predict that a sector that has already grown substantially should experience less intensive firm entry (see Klepper [15] ). Hence, the share variable controls for the stage in industry life-cycle a sector is in, and specifically it should capture the different intensity in entry due to life-cycle specific reasons: all else equal, a larger and more mature sector should be expected to have a larger average firm size.
To further sharpen the identification strategy, I have also included terms of interaction between external financial dependence of incumbent firms and variables proxying for the stage of development of various sectors of the financial industry. One could make the argument, for example, that bank concentration or banking regulation evolves as a function of the stage of development the overall financial industry is in. If that were the case, then the bank concentration interaction term, or the bank deregulation one, could be picking up the effect associated with other variables, unrelated to the theoretical priors under investigation. The additional terms of interaction were between external financial dependence and bank development, proxied by the ratio of private credit by deposit banks and other financial institutions to GDP, stock market development, proxied by the stock market turnover ratio, and bond market development, proxied by the ratio of private bond market capitalization to GDP. Data on these three additional variables was also gathered from Demirguc-Kunt and Levine (2001). Table 1 shows the pattern of average firm size and bank concentration across countries and Table 2 the pattern of average firm size and external financial dependence across industrial sectors. Table 4 presents the results of regressions including a differential term of interaction for EU member countries. The estimated coefficient for this term is consistently negative across all specifications, although it is not significant in two of the specification where firm size is measured in terms of value added. The results overall indicate that EU membership is associated with a more overall competitive environment. In this environment, potential industry entrants are less constrained by the financial barrier to entry that a concentrated banking market may represent. Bank concentration thus indeed loses relevance for EU-member countries.
Empirical results

The effect of bank concentration on industry market structure
So, for example, focusing on the results reported in the second column, the differential effect on firm size of bank concentration in EU-member countries is only half the magnitude than that for the other countries in the control group.
The effect of bank deregulation
Last, I have tested the direct effect of the implementation of the Second Banking Directive. As described in introduction, such piece of EU-wide deregulation of the banking industry removed important barriers to entry in banking markets, thus contributing to enhance the overall level of bank competition in EU countries. Table 5 presents the results of regressions where I have included an interaction term between the external financial dependence variable with a dummy equal one for EU countries after 1993, when the Second Banking Directive was implemented, or after the year a country became member of the EU, whichever comes later. As the results indicate, this term of interaction is negative and it is significant for all but two of the regressions, again, two of those where the dependent variable is measured in terms of value added. The overall indication is, however, that following deregulation, EU banking markets have become more competitive and this seems to have been translated into easier entry and less concentration in non-financial industries. This result is consistent with theoretical priors suggesting that market power gives banks an implicit equity stake in the firms with whom they have already established long lasting relationships. The evidence also seems to imply that bank market power may represent a financial barrier to entry in non-financial industries.
The results have also shown, however, that such effect of bank concentration is substantially weakened in EU-member countries, indicating that in the more 8 One should remark, however, that the data set does not extend too many years after 1993 (it ends in 1997). Hence one should refrain from making strong statements based on this data set about the long-run overall effects of changes in bank competition on the market structure of non-financial industries, a "competition-proned" environment of the European Union firms have easier access to funds, thus reducing the influence of bank concentration on the market structure of nonfinancial industries. Similarly, the empirical evidence also suggests that pro-competitive deregulation of the banking industry, such as the EU-wide implemented Second Banking Directive, has contributed to reduce the average firm size of non-financial sectors.
To the extent that changes in bank competition leads to more or less concentrated industries, this analysis exposes a potential link between characteristics of the banking industry and firms' conduct in other industrial sectors. For example, depending on market structure, firms may have different pricing strategies for their products or different incentives for technology adoption. Therefore, regulation that directly affects the market structure of the banking industry will also have effects, perhaps undesirable, down the line in non-financial product markets. These considerations point to novel directions of analysis of the impact of banking market structure on social welfare. Bank concentration is the sum of market shares (measured in total assets) of the three largest banks in each country. The data on individual banking institutions varies by country but it spans for the period 1990-1997. The values reported are averages over the sample period. The figures for firm size are calculated as simple averages for each country across all industries and over time. The dependent variable is the natural logarithm of either value added or total employment divided by the total number of establishments in sector j, country i and year t. Share value added is the fraction of value added of sector j, country i, at time t over total manufacturing value added in country i at time t. Bank concentration is the 5-firm ratio for the banking industry of country i at time t. Old firms external financial dependence is a dummy equal to one for sectors where mature firms (> 10 years old) have above-median needs for external sources of funding. Bank development is the ratio of private credit by deposit banks and other financial institutions to GDP, stock market development is the stock market turnover ratio and bond market development is the ratio of private bond market capitalization to GDP. All regressions were performed including a vector of industry dummies and a vector of country*year dummies but coefficients are not reported. * significant at 10%; ** significant at 5%; *** significant at 1%. The dependent variable is the natural logarithm of either value added or total employment divided by the total number of establishments in sector j, country i and year t. Share value added is the fraction of value added of sector j, country i, at time t over total manufacturing value added in country i at time t. Bank concentration is the 5-firm ratio for the banking industry of country i at time t. Old firms external financial dependence is a dummy equal to one for sectors where mature firms (> 10 years old) have above-median needs for external sources of funding. Bank concentration EU is the product of bank concentration and a dummy equal one for EU member countries (starting in the year they become members). Bank development is the ratio of private credit by deposit banks and other financial institutions to GDP, stock market development is the stock market turnover ratio and bond market development is the ratio of private bond market capitalization to GDP. In the last two columns, the data set was restricted to European countries only, both EU and non-EU members. All regressions were performed including a vector of industry dummies and a vector of country*year dummies but coefficients are not reported. * significant at 10%; ** significant at 5%; *** significant at 1%. The dependent variable is the natural logarithm of either value added or total employment divided by the total number of establishments in sector j, country i and year t. Share value added is the fraction of value added of sector j, country i, at time t over total manufacturing value added in country i at time t. Bank deregulation is a dummy equal to one for EU member countries based on the following rule: Max{year=1993, year=year country joins EU}. Old firms external financial dependence is a dummy equal to one for sectors where mature firms (> 10 years old) have above-median needs for external sources of funding. Bank development is the ratio of private credit by deposit banks and other financial institutions to GDP, stock market development is the stock market turnover ratio and bond market development is the ratio of private bond market capitalization to GDP. All regressions were performed including a vector of industry dummies and a vector of country*year dummies but coefficients are not reported. * significant at 10%; ** significant at 5%; *** significant at 1%.
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